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EAA CHAPTER 104 
NEWSLETTER 

EAA CHAPTER 104 MONTHLY MEETING  
Friendship & Flying – “For The Fun of It” 

Meetings held in the EAA Clubhouse – Porter County Airport-Valparaiso IN 
======================================================= 

TUESDAY- May 12, 2009 
Socialize & Coffee-6:30 pm – Meeting:  7:00pm 

CHAPTER WEBSITE:  www.eaa104.org 
 

See You at the meeting. Bring a Friend! 
 Popcorn will be served with our movie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
Charlene Falkenberg,  Editor                             FIRST CLASS 
618 South Washington Street 
Hobart, Indiana  46342-5026 
Phone: 219-942-8887 
  
 
 
 
 
 
EAA CHAPTER 104 MISSION STATEMENT  
Foster, promote, and engage in aviation education 
Promote, encourage and facilitate membership  
in Experimental Aircraft Association 
Support and promote the mission, vision, goals 
And objectives of the EAA. 
 
  
 



President’s Page                             
Ed Hanson 
May 2009 
 
On April 21st, I attended an Airport User Workshop at VPZ on 
behalf of Chapter 104. The Workshop was related to Phase I 
drafting of the Airport Master Plan Update that will guide the 
phased development of facilities and land uses on airport 
property, and that will serve as the “blueprint” for airport 
development for approximately the next twenty years. I was 
one of fifteen invited user guests that day. For various reasons, 
only five of the invited guests attended. 
 
Airport Director Kyle Kuebler chaired the Workshop with 
planner Maria Muia from Aerofinity conducting a PowerPoint presentation on current 
airport assets and where improvements seem to be required. Chris Snyder and Mike 
Evans represented the airport engineering consultant Woolpert to address engineering 
aspects of the workshop and planning. 
 
It was very interesting to learn the process of how projected growth and usage values are 
determined and how runway wind alignment, required length, and available use are 
calculated.   
 
Part of the Phase I study is submission of a VPZ Airport User Survey by as many users 
as possible to gather information for the Master Plan Update. Survey forms are available 
at the airport office for snail mailing or can be accessed thru a link on the airport website 
www.vpz.org. to complete online. See ONLINE SURVEY  at the top of the Airport 
homepage. Please take the time to complete a survey so the planner can get accurate 
information for the study and submission to the FAA. If you have recommendations for 
specific improvements, question eleven (11) allows you to discuss them. Surveys must be 
returned by 5/21/09. 
 
 
 Our annual Pancake Breakfast and Young Eagles Rally date of Fathers Day June 
21st is quickly approaching. 
 
This year, the theme Pancakes & Airplanes will be used on our advertising. I invite you 
as a Chapter Member to get your whole family involved to design some interesting 
advertising flyers for the event. You can make them on your computer or use markers. 
Use your imagination, be colorful and have fun. We hope to have many unique designs to 
distribute around the area. See the required information for each flyer on another page in 
this newsletter. 
   
Please work, play and build safely. 
Ed Hanson 



                     
 
Charlene, 
    I wasn't sure if you knew this or not, but I thought you might want to print 
it in your newsletter, and maybe even have him come and speak at one of the 
meetings. Melvin Doyle Lamb, past President and member of Chapter 104 
from years back, has received the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award as of 
December 2008. I am sure you are familiar with this Award, but it is a very 
prestigious award awarded to Pilots who demonstrate Professionalism, Skill, 
and Aviation Expertise by maintaining safe operations for 50 or more years. 
We are and should be Honored to have such a person among us as one of our 
past Chapter Presidents....Just thought you might want to include this in your 
newsletter, or even send him an invitation to speak at a 
meeting.....Thanks...Peter Jarosak...Member. 
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*Don't forget the April 2007 "Machinist's Workshop"  magazine comparison 
test.* 
** 
*They arranged a subjective test of all the popular  penetrants with 
the control being the torque required to remove the  nut from a 
"scientifically rusted" environment.* 
** 
 
*Penetrating oil ..... Average load* 
 
None ..................... 516 pounds 
WD-40 ................... 238 pounds 
PB Blaster ............. 214 pounds 
Liquid Wrench ...... 127 pounds 
Kano Kroil .............. 106 pounds 
ATF-Acetone mix.....53 pounds 
 
*The ATF-Acetone mix was a "home brew" mix of 50 - 50 automatic transmission 
fluid and acetone.* 
*Note the "home brew" was better than any commercia l product in this one 
particular test. Our local machinist group mixed up  a batch and we all now 
use it with equally good results. Note also that "L iquid Wrench" is about 
as good as "Kroil" for about 20% of the price. * 
** 
*Your experience may vary, etc.,  
 



Young Eagles Rally Saturday April 18, 2009 
 

We enjoyed perfect weather for our first Young Eagles Rally of the year. We flew 22 
Young Eagles. We conducted our YEGS (Young Eagles Ground School) before the 
flights to acquaint the youths with some of the aspects of flight and offered time on a 
flight simulator courtesy of Rick Rozhon. Also, for the first time, thanks again to Rick 
and his wife Carolyn, we registered our YE’s and printed their certificates electronically. 
Thanks to our YE coordinator and pilot Dennis Funkhouser and pilots Dean Richie & 
Larry  Cope as well as all the volunteers. We enjoyed a hot dog and hamburger lunch 
grilled up by Dan Thomas after the event. The numbers please. Of the 21 YE’s who 
responded how they heard about the event., 4 thru Scouts, 6 heard from someone, 1 from 
our flyers, 5 from the papers (4 Post- 1 Times), 2 from our website, and 3 from 4H. 
 
We need a few more volunteers for future Young Eagle Rallies to help out with the flight 
simulator and ground school. Please apply now. 
 
********************************************************************** 
Thanks to the Old Timers, Charlene Falkenberg, Richard Cains, Ray Dolph, and 
Charles O’Bringer who allowed us to record your thoughts, faces and voices at the 
April Chapter meeting as a record of Chapter history. We will make a DVD available to 
whoever wants one after our studio finishes editing the recording.  
 

 
Gone West 
Past Chapter President Earl Parker  88 of New Castle, PA passed away at 
home on March 30th. Several Chapter members attended his service 
conducted locally. Members recommend reading his book “Tour of Duty” 
which describes his experiences in WWII. A copy of his complete obituary 
is available from Charlene or Ed. We send our condolences to his family.    
 
Remember you’re invited to attend PCPA May 6th meeting @ 7pm to hear 
Indiana State Police Aviation Division Sgt. Lee Wright speak about flying 
out of VPZ. The meeting will be in the EAA Chapter 104 room. 



 
EAA Chapter 104 
Porter County Municipal Airport 
Valparaiso, IN 
 
Minutes of Monthly Meeting, April 14, 2009 
 
The meeting was called to order and The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Ed 
Hanson at 7:00 PM 
 
BUSINESS MEETING: 
 
Old Business: 
A motion to approve the minutes from the March meeting was made by Jim Haklin, 
seconded by Charles O’Bringer and approved by the members. 
 
Larry Whitlow and his son have set up WiFi in the chapter room. 
Rich Rozhon has re-conditioned some of the donated computer equipment and has it all 
working in the Chapter Room. 
 
New Business: 
The Treasurer’s Report was given and approved. 
Chapter Member Business cards were passed out these are available to all members 
please let us know if you would like some or need more.   
 
The Chapter had previously donated to a hovercraft project by Jim Sherick’s Cub Scout 
Pack. Jim asked if the Pack could use the Chapter Room on a Saturday to work on the 
project. A date of May 2 was chosen. Jim will be cooking hot dogs and asked members to 
come by and help the Scouts. 
 
President’s Report: 
Ed has been invited to participate, on behalf of the Chapter, in the Airport Master Plan, 
Airport Users Workshop on April 21st. This update will serve as a “blueprint” for airport 
development for approximately the next twenty years. Any member suggestions need to 
be shared with Ed. More hangers, more parking near the Chapter Room, and no Control 
Tower were suggested. 
 
Oshkosh has sent out information and forms for weekend work parties in advance of 
AirVenture. Ed has the forms and also information for donations to the new Founder’s 
Wing. In addition to cash donations, HQ has requested items such as patches or decals. 
These items need to be sent before a deadline May. 
 
So far we only have three members expressing an interest in attending a Chapter 
sponsored Ground School. We will need more involvement. A sign up sheet was passed 
around, and fliers will be distributed at various locations around the airport (ie Terminal 



Building, CAP Room etc). Based on interest this school could focus on LSA or just a 
refresher as well. 
 
Former Chapter President and long time member Mel Lamb will receive the Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award in December. We will have a picture and an article in the 
next newsletter. 
 
Fro members going to Sun N Fun, EAA is inviting you to an ice cream social Tuesday 
evening, April 21, right after the air show. It will be in the EAA Publications tent located 
south of the large outdoor Cessna Exhibit. Tom Poberezny will conduct a short 
presentation and make a special announcement. 
 
 
Young Eagles Report: 
This Saturday, April 18, is the first Young Eagles rally of the year. The rain date is 
Sunday, April 19. Ed has prepared a brief Ground School for the children waiting, and we 
will have Flight Simulator running on the computer. We are also setting up to print the 
YE certificates on the computer. Flyers were passed out to attending members for 
distribution to local businesses.  
Dennis reported that EAA is changing the Young Eagle program so the credits accrue to 
the Chapter, not the individual pilots. We currently have about $280 in credits to the Air 
Academy Camp, but have no candidates to attend. Michigan City Chapter is planning to 
send two youngsters this summer. A motion was made, seconded and passed to transfer 
our credits to the Michigan City Chapter. 
 
Webmaster’s Report: 
The computer equipment and WiFi connection are now up and running. If there is interest 
we will offer a training session during a Builder’s night on computers. Members can 
upload pictures and the status of their project to the chapter website. Rich will be 
contacting the airport and the Museum to update the links to the Chapter Site on their 
web sites. 
 
Builder’s Night and Project status: 
The Howard’s tail wheel is now straightened out. Next is removing the prop. 
 
Eagle Soars: 
Bruce is looking for candidates. This will be included in the next newsletter. Additionally 
he reports that Pat Vacindak is willing to do a Ground School for candidates and chapter 
members. 
 
We Care: 
Long-time Member Earl Parker has gone west. Several members paid their respects and 
the chapter sent flowers. A number of members discussed the book Earl wrote, “Tour of 
Duty”, describing Earl’s experiences in World War II. 
 
Two Month Look Ahead: 



The deadline for the May Newsletter is April 27th. Char is always looking for 
information to include. 
Builder’s Night is every Tuesday except the monthly meeting night. 
The first YE rally of 2009 will be Saturday April 18, with a rain date of April 19. 
The PCPA has invited all Chapter members to join their next meeting at 7PM on 
Wednesday, May 6. Indiana State Police Flying Officer Lee Wright will be their Guest 
Speaker. 
This Sunday will be the next Supplies for GIs at 1PM at the Copes hanger. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 12. Since many will be joining the PCPA on 
May 6, we will just have our business meeting and then view a movie. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM, and tonight’s program started. 
 
Tonight’s Program: 
 
Old Timer’s Night. Several of our senior members were present and told numerous 
wonderful stories of the Chapter’s beginnings in Hobart, the move to a church basement 
and finally the move to Valparaiso. All these stories of “The Good Ole Days” were video 
recorded and Ed and Dave will make copies available to the members. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Pam Ray 
Chapter Secretary  



Northwest Indiana EAA Chapter 104 Members 
 

Make a Flyer For Our 
 Pancakes & Airplanes Breakfast  Fly In, Drive In & 

  Young Eagle Flights 
 

Help Chapter 104 get the word out for our pancake breakfast! 
 

Spend some family time designing and producing your own flyers for our event. 
 

Make as many flyer designs as you wish. Use a computer or markers. Use graphics and 
color. Have fun! Please include the following who, what, where & when information  

on each flyer.  
 

Northwest Indiana Experimental A ircraft Association Chapter 104 
(Not everyone is familiar with what EAA means) 

 
www.eaa104.org 

 
Pancakes & Airplanes Breakfast, Fly In, Drive In, &Young Eagle Flights 

 
Porter County Airport  VPZ  4207 Murvihill Road, Valparaiso, IN 46383 

 
 

Fathers Day, Sunday, June 21, 2009 
 

All you can eat pancake & sausage breakfast starts at 7 am. 
Suggested breakfast donation $5  

 
 

 Free Young Eagle flights. Registration starts at 8am.  
 

Children age 8 thru 17 are eligible. Parent/Guardian must sign consent form. 
 Young Eagle questions contact 219 465-0418 or 219 462-1095.  



 



 



 


